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The poet Cammarano borrowed his libretto from a horrible Spanish legend, dramatized under the 
same name by Garcia Guttiérez de la Vega — horrible it is true, yet full of interest and dramatic contrasts. 
The plot is clear and intelligible; and all the characters have, in their various passions, a sympathetic 


side. It is physiologically true that hatred stands on the confines ‘of love; hence it is that the hatred — 


which divides the Conte di Luna from the Troubadour, a political hatred combined with rivalry in love, 

seems to grow fiercer from the secret bond of blood which unites them. Wonderful in this opera is the 

character of Azucena, and few are the pieces so full of power as the narrative — Condotta all’ eva in 
re ceppi. — This is a fearful scene described by a masterly hand. In happy contrast with hers stands the 

truly ideal character of Leonora; and having referred to it, we will tarry to say that, in our opinion, the 

two most beautiful things in the score are the Cuvatina assigned to Leonora, and the second finale 

where Manrico, whom she supposed killed, unexpectedly presents himself to her. That outburst — 
ik E deggio e posso crederlo? — could not be more exquisitely expressed. It is a real inspiration; for the 
rhythm expresses so perfectly the feelings of joy and of surprise, that in no other manner could they, 
under the same circumstances, have been expressed in speech. This quality pervades the whole piece, 
-and characterizes the very appropriate dialogue of the other characters. This is a musical composition 
of admirable clearness. 


The third Act contains a remarkable Soldiers’ Chorus, part of which seems to have lingered in - 


Gounod’s memory when he wrote the March in La Reine de Saba; — a Terzetto in which we find 
another genuine inspiration in the solo for the mezzo-soprano — Gitornt povert vivea — and the Air of 
Manrico, the Adagio of which is as touching as the Allegro is powerful in its impetuosity and dramatic truth. 

But these three Acts, beautiful and expressive as they are in a high degree, are surpassed by the 
fourth. This Act is a poem of the heart — Verdi draws forth tears. 

ii Trovatore was performed for the first time in Rome on the r19.th January 1853, at the Apollo 
Theatre, the chief parts being taken by Mesdames Penco and Goggi, and Signori Boucardé, Guicciardi 
and Balderi. It soon went the triumphant round of all the Theatres of the Old and of the New Worlds; 
nor has its popularity diminished, even now, after more than thirty years — nor can it ever diminish. 
In numerical order, J Trovatore stands as Verdi’s 18.t stage-opera. 

_.» Giuseppe Verdi was born at Roncole, near Busseto (Parma), on the ro.t* October 1813, and died at 
Milan on the 27.th January 1901. He began to compose at the early age of 13, but all these youthful 
compositions are lost. At 18 Verdi proceeded to Milan in order to study counterpoint. Several of his 
compositions were performed at the house of Count Renato Borromeo. In the autumn of 1839 (17.th No- 
vember) his first Lyrical drama, Jt Conte di San Bonifacio, was brought out at the Scala Theatre, Milan. 
This was soon followed by Ux giorno di regno (Scala Theatre, Milan, 5.th September 1840), Nadbucco 
(Scala Theatre, Milan, 9.th March 1842), J Lombardi alla prima Croctata (Scala Theatre, Milan, 11.th Fe- 
bruary 1843), Arnani (Fenice Theatre, Venice, 9.th March 1844), J due Foscari (Argentina Theatre, 
Rome, 2.4 November 1844), Giovanna d’ Arco (Scala Theatre, Milan, 15.th February 1845), Alzira 
(S. Carlo Theatre, Naples, 12.th August 1845), Attila (Fenice Theatre, Venice, 17.t March 1846), Macbeth 
(Pergola Theatre, Florence, 14.th March 1847), J Masnadiert (Theatre Royal, London, 22.24 July 1847), 
Jérusalem (I Lombardi, remodelled for the Académie Royale, Paris, 26.8 November 1847), // Corsaro 
(Grand Theatre, Trieste, 25.th October 1848), La Battaglia di Legnano (Argentina Theatre, Rome, 27. Ja- 
? nuary 1849), Luisa Miller (S. Carlo Theatre, Naples, 8.th December 1849), S#ffeléo (Grand Theatre, 
—— Trieste, 16.th November 1850), Rigoletto (Fenice Theatre, Venice, 11. March 1851), J? Trovaiore (Apollo 
Theatre, Rome, 19.th January 1853), La Zvaviata (Fenice Theatre, Venice, 6.t March 1853), Les Vépres 
Siciliennes (I Vespri Siciliani) (The Opéra, Paris, 13.th June 1855), Stmon Boccanegra (Fenice Theatre, 
Venice, 12.th March 1°57, and remodelled for the Scala, Milan, 24.8 March 1881), Aroldo (Stiffelio 
rearranged for the Teatro Nuovo, Rimini, 16.» August 1857), Un Ballo in maschera (Apollo Theatre, 
Rome, 17.th February 1859), La Forza del Destino (Imperial Italian Theatre, St. Petersburg, 1ro.th No- 
vember 1862), Macbeth, remodelled (Lyric Theatre, Paris, 21.8t April 1865), Don Carlos (The Opera, 
Paris, 11.th March 1867), Aida (Teatro dell’Opera, Cairo, 24.th December 1871), Otello (Scala Theatre, 
Milan, 5.th February 1887) and Falstaff (Scala Theatre, Milan, .9,th February 1893). 
Besides this important collection of Lyric Operas, Verdi wrote in his youth several drawing room 
compositions. Later he produced ZL’ Juno delle Nazioni for the Universal Exhibition, London, 1862, — 
a Quartet for stringed instruments (Naples, 1873), the Messa da Reguiem, for Alessandro Manzoni, (1874), 
— a Pater noster and an Ave Maria, and finally at the advanced age of 85, four sacred pieces, namely, 
Ave Maria, a Stabat Mater, Laudi alla Vergine Maria, and a Te Deum. 
The music of Italy owes to Giuseppe Verdi one of its most glorious periods. 
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